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On the redevelopment of
Jakominiplatz

The compelling reason for the redevelop-
ment of the Jakominiplatz was the reor-
ganisation of public transport. Due t
the

attitude of the public towards environ-

ecurrent insufficiencies,

positive

nentally sustainable city transport threa-
tened to swing to the other extreme
The new solution for city transport which,

political and technical reasons. could

not be put off any longer, triggered a
number of additional wishes concerning

the des

gn and use. And as is so often the

case, this square, too, beca

1 platform

for the most various wishes

°

®

°

Grazer Verkehrsbetriebe would make
huge progress in efficiency due to
modernisation;

local economy would gain from a more
pleasant aspect of the square;

the architects would have the possibili-
ty to prove their creativity in this well-
known square;

pedestrians and cyclists would have
improved conditions;

or disabled citizens it would become
easier to use the square

a new aesthetical living-space would
be created, most advantageously by
intertwining the picturesque image of
the Old Town with high-tech elements:
generally and according to the spirit of
the times. everybody would be offered
everything at the same time in the
same place;

Hence, from the first moment on, the
operation at the tramway junction could
be tagged "A Streetcar named Desire”.

TEMMEL /‘A\= “\
e VAE

In the competition launched by the city of
Graz in 1993, definite track routes, the
useable floor space for the market stalls
and for the Grazer Verkehrshetriebe and
the number and position of the stops
were announced as set elements. The
competition asked for the type and
the special characteristics of the square
and for a corresponding architectural
response.

The result of our considerations was the
following: the mixture of functions of the
Jakominiplatz is an anachronistic but
endearing continuation of a 19th-century
principle, when the interaction of public
transport. social encounter and economy
in this way was the rule. Up to the present
day. the Jakominiplatz was reluctant to
defer to the tendencies of decentralisa-
tion and monofunctionalisation. In its
physical form it was too peculiar to take
over any kind of representational func-
tion, too small to permit generous trans-
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changes if required by further knowledge
of problems and in order to be able to
cope with the tricky and confined situa-
tion of the square.

Jakominiplatz has always been a special
piece of public space. With the help of

we have tried to high-

signers

t this special character.




