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Johannes  F ied le r

A Streetcar  named Desi re

0n the reCevetopment  of

Jakom in ip la t z

The compelUng reason for  the redevelop-

men t  o f  l he  Jakom in ip i a t z  was  l he  reo r -

gan i sa t i on  o f  pub l i c  t r anspo r l .  Due  t o

recu r ren t  i nsu f f i c i enc ies .  t he  pos i t i ve

a t l i aude  o {  t he  pub l i c  t owa rds  env i r on -

menlal ly  sustainabte c i ty  t ransport  threa-

t ened  t o  sw lng  t o  t he  o the r  ex t r eme .

The new solu l ion for  c i ty  t ransport  which.

for  pot i t ical  and lechnicai  reascns.  could

no t  be  pu t  o f f  any  l onge r ,  t r i gge red  a

nu rbe r  o f  add i t i ona I  w i shes  ccnce rn i : r g

the  des ign  and  use .  And  as  i s  so  o f t en  t he

case.  ih is gquare,  ico,  became ä plat form

fo r  l he  mos t  va r i ous  w i shes ,

.  the gap i letween announcernent and

real isal ion had to be c losed in locaI  pol icy

.  G raze r  Ve rkeh rsbe l r i ebe  wou td  make

huge  p rog ress  i n  e f f i c i ency  due  t o

mode rn l sa t i on ;

o iocal  economy would gain f rom a more

pLeasant aspect  of  the square;

r  the archi tects would have the possib i t i -

ly  to prove their  creat iv i ty  in th is wel t -

known square:

.  pedes t r i ans  and  cyc l i s t s  wou td  have

improved condi t ions:

.  o r  d i sab ted  c i t i zens  i t  wou ld  become

easier  10 use the square

.  a  new  aes the t i ca I  l i v i ng - space  wou td

be  c rea ted .  mos t  advan tageous [ y  by

i n te r tw in i ng  l he  p i c t u resque  image  o f

the 0ld Town wi th h igh-tech elements;

.  general ly  and according to the spir i t  of

lhe t imes.  everybody woutd be of iered

eve ry th i ng  a t  t he  same  t ime  i n  t he

same place:

.  Hence .  f r om  the  f i r s l  momen t  on .  t he

operat ion at  the t ramway junct ion could

be tagged 
'A 

Streetcar named Desire .

In the compel i t ion launched by the c i ty  of

G raz  i n  19?3 ,  de f i n i t e  t r ack  r ou tes .  t he

useable f toor space for  the market  sta l ls

and for  the Grazer Verkehrsbetrrebe and

the  nu rnbe r  and  pos i t i on  o f  t he  s topg

were  announced  as  se l  e l emen l s .  The

compe l i l i on  asked  f o r  t he  t ype  and

the specia l  character is t ics of  the square

and  f o r  a  co r respond ing  a r ch i t ec tu ra I

tesponse.

The resul t  of  our considerat ions was lhe

fol lowing,  the mixture of  funct ions of  the

Jakom in ip ta t z  i s  an  anach ron i s t i c  bu t

endea r i ng  con t i nua t i on  o f  a  19 th - cen tu r y

p r i nc i p l e .  when  t he  i n t e rac i i on  o f  pub l i c

l ransport .  socia l  encounter and economy

!n th is way was lhe ru le.  Up lo the present

day .  t he  Jakom in ip l a t z  was  re l uc tan t  l o

defer  to the tendencies of  decentral isa-

t i on  and  mono func t i ona t i sa t i on .  l n  i t s

physical  form ! t  was too pecut iar  to take

ove r  any  k i nd  o f  r ep resen ta l i ona l  f unc -

t ion,  too smal[  to permit  generous t rans-
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i en i i  ca l Ly  t o  r he  sqL ra re  
' I i . : r s  

r s , l ako -

rr  i i :p1i :  lz

I ' i : t  l r l i : r r : r  r : l rc :p i  by Jcr l r l  l l rnquis l

. -at : - i ] :ponds In r lE 0\ ,1, f  wav ic  cür r luesl

i o r  a  ' r gua I  co i r e rence  o f  a  t h robb  ng  and

it tf f 3lIar 11 y I tlrlit rra;] io d n't ü!a ar'r an t.

i i * s c  l l o I s  se i e r ] e i l  t 0 r  v J ; , r l l r ,  ü round

a r rd  ce i i i nq  have  g rea t  r : apac i t i e s  f o r  t he

ir ar) Tll i) | e i. I o n r i i i e l t h e rlv r sr b e\,v I L d e -

r i r ;  lp l r r r l  srqr : ; l :  i rd of te r  i : - lndcm {or

t l r  : p r c r i i c .  i u r : l : cn -o r i en te i  c i es i gn  o l

i h .  i i r c l r v r a l u . r I  c b ] c c i s ,  m a r k e t  s t a l i s .

L i \ iB -p r r l  i ons .  : l r t l e r s .  f  u r r r r : l : r 1

[ v * r y i r dy  t ak r r l  pa r ' l  r n  i h i l  r edeveLop -

rna r l  was  asked  l o  pe r f o : r n  ! c - ca i l ed

o p e n - l r e a r t  s u r g e r y .  P u b L r c  t r a n s p o r t
. ; h r ; i l  r o t  be  d r t r r hed .  I l l : ' : r ce  and

. , rctar l  l0  b 'us: !1a: ! ! ;  w4re l i : )  i . te keSl

c  0e r ,  onLy  rhe  marke t  s t a l l s  c0L r l d  l l e

r-a lca; : iöd le i l  i . ro rar i  ly .

l - ln l i i  i l l  pro l rc l  , ,va:  concluCed, mandr-

i r - ' . a : i l a l  p i an Ie r !  ! r € re  a ] l  pe fmane r l

s i , r n a l - i )  i  ' r  o r d e r  t o  b e  a L r l e  ! o  a d a p l

changes  i f  r equ i r ed  by  f u r t he r  knowLedge

r i  p rob len " r :  and  i n  o rde r  i o  be  ab ie  l r

ce  pe  w i t h  i l *  l r c ky  an r l  c cn f i ned  s i t ua -

t l on  o f  t he  squa re .
' - t  ^ ' . . ^  ^ l - , -  L - ^  - 1 , - , - ,  ̂  L ^ ^ ^  -  - ^ ^ - , - r
, d r \ u i l r l P r d  1  r r d 5  ü r v v d y 5  u Y s r r d  > P E L r d r

l i e ce  o f  pu r l , e  space .  W i t h  l he  he ip  c f

des iqne rs  ao r l s .  we  have  t r i ed  t o  h i gh -

l i gh t  t h i s  spec ia l  cha r -ac te r .
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